
Rector’s Ramblings
7:2:21 : Lent and Easter

Hello everyone!

Welcome to the first Rector’s Ramblings since October!

When I wrote then, we were looking forward to church
in person, but of course Lockdown 2 happened soon
a�er. We were able to celebrate Christmas together,
however we find ourselves in lockdown once again.

In planning for Lent and Easter, we have assumed that
lockdown will not have been li�ed, and that all services
will con�nue to be online in some way. Of course, if that
changes, we will reassess, and resume in-person
worship if we deem it to be safe in our local context.

On Ash Wednesday (17th February) I will be celebra�ng
Holy Communion in church at 7.30pm, and you will be
able to par�cipate in the service via Zoom. We haven’t
tried this before, so I will be interested to hear your
feedback.

The Zoom link is:
h�p://bit.ly/ASMAshWeds
Mee�ng ID: 862 3304 6206
Passcode: 433951

During Lent, our Sunday themes will follow the first six
Alpha talk �tles, as a reminder of (or perhaps a first
look at) the fundamentals of the Chris�an faith, which
seems like a good thing to do in Lent!

The themes and speakers are:

21st February
Who is Jesus? Jackie Co�ngham

28th February
Why did Jesus die? Jackie Metcalfe

7th March
How can I have faith? David Chamberlin

14th March
Why and how do I pray? Andrew Macpherson
Plus All-Age online Mothering Sunday service

21st March
Why and how should I read the Bible? Kathy English

28th March
How does God guide us? Simon Bradford

We will let you know what we will be doing in Holy
Week nearer the �me, but it is likely to be:

Maundy Thursday: Holy Communion
Good Friday: Messy Easter and Good Friday Reflec�on
Easter Sunday: Holy Communion

So we can also focus on the Lent themes as set out in
the Lec�onary, I will be offering a recorded weekly
reflec�on based on these, as follows:

Week 1 (22/2/21): Jesus tested in the wilderness
Week 2 (1/3/21): The way of the cross
Week 3 (8/3/21): Destroy this temple…
Week 4 (15/3/21): For God so loved…
Week 5 (22/3/21): The hour has come
Week 6 (29/3/21): Hosanna!

As the Liturgy of Ash Wednesday says: I invite you to the
observance of a holy Lent, by self-examina�on and
repentance, by prayer, fas�ng and self-denial; and by
reading and medita�ng on God’s holy word.

Therefore, since we have been jus�fied through faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access by faith into this
grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope
of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character,
hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because
God's love has been poured out into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
Romans 5:1-5 (NIV)

Thanks!
Roxane has prepared dra� accounts for 2020 and,
despite a very challenging year, with long periods being
unable to gather in the church buidling for worship, we
have finished the year with a surplus in the General
Fund. This is a remarkable result, and is tes�mony not
only to God’s goodness to us, but also to your generosity
in con�nuing to give faithfully throughout the year.

I am personally very grateful to all of you for your
faithfulness to God, and, on behalf of the PCC, thank
you! We look forward to being able to con�nue to serve
the Lord and our community in the coming year.

Day of Prayer
I was very encouraged by the number of people who
joined in with the three Zoom prayer sessions on
Thursday 4th February during our day of Prayer for the
Na�on, the Village and the NHS. This shows that Zoom is
a good medium for this kind of prayer mee�ng, and we
are likely to use it again for future prayer days. For those
who remain a bit dubious about this, remember that
Jesus healed people at a distance on a number of
occasions. God is not limited by geography or pixels!

With my love and prayers,
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