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Milton’s Warm Hub

Milton’s warm hub will take place in our church hall on
Tuesdays from 10am to 4pm in December, January and
February.

It is free and everyone is welcome (though please no
unaccompanied children).

How can you help?

e By telling your friends and neighbours all about it

e By making cakes (with ingredient list please)

e By joining the rota to make hot drinks or chat to our
guests

e By popping in (it will be much easier for our guests to

join us if there are people already here)

By praying for us

Thanks everyone

Kathy English




Prayer Diary February 2023

Wednesday 1%

Pray for the baby Group meeting every
Wednesday in the church hall that it would be
filled with the love of Jesus

Thursday 2" Pray for those in prison and their families, as well
as for prison staff

Friday 3" Remember those who work in our doctors’ sur-
gery; may they have wisdom and patience in their
roles

Saturday 4" Pray for our shared lunch and Parish Profile
Planning afternoon tomorrow

Sunday 5 Pray for those who are being persecuted for their
faith, that God would give them courage

Monday 6" Pray for the twice-weekly Toddler Group that
children would have fun in a safe environment and
that parents and carers would be encouraged and
helped

Tuesday A Pray for Rishi Sunak and all those in government

Wednesday 8" | Pray for Sally and Michelle working in the church
office

Thursday 9t Pray for peace in Ukraine and for all those
Ukrainians now living in our village.

Friday 10" Give thanks for the work of the Edmund Trust and

pray that God would bless its staff and Milton
residents

Saturday 11™

Pray for the people preparing to preach
tomorrow, that God would inspire them

Sunday 12"

Pray for our search for a new vicar, that God
would be preparing us for the person he has
chosen




Monday 13"

Half term begins; pray that teachers and pupils
would have a good rest

Tuesday 14"

Wednesday 15"

Pray for the preachers and service leaders who
are meeting this evening to plan the next few
months

Pray for those struggling financially this winter,
that they might find the help that they need

Thursday 16"

Pray for the PCC meeting tonight

Friday 17"

Pray for the asylum seekers in this country, that
they would be treated kindly and fairly

Saturday 18"

Pray that you would have a chance to share the
good news of Jesus in the coming week

Sunday 19"

Pray for the staff of Addenbrookes Hospital

Monday 20" Pray for Messy Lent tomorrow, that the
organisers, children and parents would all be
blessed

Tuesday 21 Shrove Tuesday; pray about how you will mark
Lent

Wednesday 22" | Ash Wednesday; a day to reflect on our individual
and communal failings and how we might change

Thursday 23" Pray for those looking for work, especially the
long-term unemployed

Friday 24" pray for your neighbours that you might be a
light in their lives

Saturday 25t Pray for those working with our children and
youth; may they be inspired in all they do

Sunday 26" Pray for all those who work in the Media

Monday 27" At the start of Fair Trade Fortnight, pray about
the choices that you make

Tuesday 28" Pray for those with long-term illnesses that they

would know healing and peace




February Services

5th February
8am Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Worship

12th February
8am Holy Communion
10.30am Holy Communion

19th February
8am Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Worship

22nd February
8pm Ash Wednesday Holy Communion

26th February

8am Holy Communion

10.30am Holy Communion with Junior church; children pre-
sent for communion. Archdeacon Alex Hughes visiting.

Bring and Share Lunch and Help
Draw up the Parish Profile

Everyone is invited to join us for a bring and share lunch, on
5th February, followed by opportunities for everyone
(young and older!) to share their views and opinions on our
church, what we do and what skills and giftings we feel
would be good for our new vicar to have. This will all help to
form a ‘Parish Profile’ which will be used in the new vicar’s
job advert. g




Dates for your Diary

Sunday February 5" after the 10.30am service - Bring and
share lunch, followed by sharing of your views on our
church.

Tuesday 21st February 3.30-5pm - Messy Lent

Wednesday 22nd February at 8pm - Ash Wednesday Holy
Communion

Friday 3rd March at 6pm - World Day of Prayer. Welcome
café from 5.15pm.

Friday 10th March at 7.45pm - Climate Crisis, Extinction Cri-
sis: a talk by Brian Eversham

Sunday 19th March - Mothering Sunday Service

Thursday 6th April at 8pm - Maundy Thursday Holy Com-
munion

Friday 7th April 10am-12pm - Messy Easter at The Dell,
Milton Country Park

Friday 7th April at 2pm - Hour at the Cross

Sunday 9th April at 8am and 10.30am - Easter Sunday Holy
Communion

Sunday 7th May - All Saints Coronation Celebration. Details
to follow.




World Day of Prayer

A Women-led Global Ecumenical Movement
Friday 3rd March 2023 at 6pm
All Saints Church

“1 have heard about your faith”

The World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church
organisation which enables us to hear the thoughts of
women from all parts of the world, their hopes, concerns
and prayers.

This year's service is written by women from Taiwan - an
island rich in natural resources and culturally diverse. The
Taiwanese women share the issues faced geographically,
politically and socially, and also their hopes for the future.
We join with them in giving thanks for their beautiful island
and the people of Taiwan and in encouraging one another
in faith just as the Apostle Paul did in his letters.

On Friday 3rd March services will be held nationwide and
world wide when the Day of Prayer is celebrated in over
120 countries. It begins in Samoa, and travels throughout
the world — through Australasia, Asia, Africa, the Middle
East, Europe and the Americas before finishing in American
Samoa some 38 hours later.

Come and join us at All Saints Church for the service which
starts at 6pm. There will be a “Welcome Cafe” in the church
hall before the service from 5.15pm.
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All are welcome to attend — men, women, young people
and children. Our service is in the evening to give everyone
including people working the opportunity to attend.

The Mothers Union meeting on Tuesday 7th February will
include a short presentation on Taiwan and a bible study on
the text for this year’s WDP service.

Climate Crisis, Extinction Crisis

A talk by Brian Eversham
Friday 10th March 2023 at 7:45pm
All Saints Church

Brian Eversham is Chief Executive of the Wildlife Trust for
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire.

The talk will include:

-how wildlife has responded to past climates,
-how plants and animals are being affected now,
-what the future may hold, and

-what we - individuals, communities, businesses and
politicians must do about it.

There will be an opportunity to support the work of the
Wildlife Trust with cash donations
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Alan Skull’s Early Life
And Christian Experience

Each one of us has a completely different story about how
we came to faith. Here’s mine.

| was born in the Central Middlesex Hospital at Park Royal in
north-west London, and then brought up in Alperton, which
is part of Wembley. My father worked for British Rail as a
civil engineer on track design and maintenance, my mother
was a housewife (probably a homemaker these days), and |
have a sister who is three years older. | had a happy
childhood as part of what | suspect was a fairly ordinary,
middle class family. My parents were not churchgoers when
| was young. Although | was sent to Sunday school, | quickly
decided that it wasn’t for me and decided not to go.

My first experience of church that | can remember came
when | was about ten. My best friend and | decided to join
the local church choir. It must have been spring, because
the choir at St James, Alperton, was in the process of
learning Stainer’s Crucifixion ahead of a performance at
Easter. In fact the first words that | ever sang were “God so
loved the world”. At the time, | had no knowledge that
these were the words from one of the best known verses in
the bible, John 3:16. | also didn’t realise that perhaps God
had started to speak to me.

Leaving the choir after my voice broke (about four years
later), | drifted away from church and even decided (with
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early teenage wisdom) that God did not exist: | was an
atheist! But God had other plans. My best friend Martin
went to school in Ealing, while | preferred the much easier
five-minute walk to Wembley Grammar School. When we
were about sixteen, Martin invited me to come with him to
meet up with some Christian friends at a church in Perivale.
It was a high Anglican church with candles, bells and
incense, things I'd never experienced before. Although |
don’t really remember, somehow it gave me a sense that
God was present, so did He exist after all?

But of course that didn’t mean | was a Christian. Deciding to
abandon our treks to Perivale, we re-joined St James,
Alperton, becoming part of a thriving Young Peoplé’s
Fellowship (YPF). (Amazingly, through the benefits of
Facebook, | am still in contact with some of those YPF
members and we’ve had a couple of reunions since 2000.) |
was lent a booklet called Journey into Life, which included a
prayer at the end about asking Jesus into your life. Having
prayed the prayer, | don’t think | felt any different. However,
an important moment in my life had been reached: | had
decided that | wanted to become a Christian.

| kept going to church, attended bible studies and started to
read the bible at home. | was confirmed (so must have been
christened as a baby) and started to receive communion.
Kneeling at the altar rail to receive the bread and wine, the
words “eat and drink in your heart by faith” have stayed
with me over the years. So, to all intents and purposes | was
a Christian, but it still felt like something was missing.
Indeed the passage that best describes how | often felt was
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in Romans 7:24, “What a wretched man | am!”

A significant change occurred at Easter in 1972. | had gone
with three friends to a weekend Christian conference in
Lancashire. The joint themes were God’s love and how He
wants us to be filled with the Holy Spirit. | was a bit like the
Ephesians in Acts 19 who said to Paul: “We have not even
heard that there is a Holy Spirit”. Having asked God to fill
me, | gained a new sense of God’s love and forgiveness and
that He now lived in me. What had previously been external
was now internal. What before seemed only theoretical was
now much more real.

Often over the years when asked “when did you become a
Christian”, | would refer back to these events in 1972. Space
doesn’t allow me to describe my subsequent experience of
different Christian denominations after | went to Reading
University later that same year. Suffice to say, this involved
learning about the gifts of the Spirit, becoming a member of
a fledgling charismatic house church while still a student,
and so becoming a non-conformist for thirty years until
joining All Saints in 2002. But, as they say at the end of all
good series: “to be continued?”

Alan Skull
January 2023
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At COP 15 in December countries agreed to a target of 30%
of the world’s land area and oceans to be in a good state for
nature by 2030, but without really reaching an agreement
as to how this was to be achieved. Back in in 1971 around
100 countries came together in Iran under the auspices of
the UN and signed the Convention on Wetlands. There are
now 172 signatories committed to designating and caring
for wetland sites of international importance (Ramsar sites)
in their countries, 2500 in total. However, despite this, more
than 35% of wetlands worldwide have been degraded or
lost since 1970 showing that talk alone is not necessarily
enough.

The UN has designated 2nd February each year as World
Wetlands Day to raise awareness globally of the
importance of wetlands and the need to care for them.
Wetlands are areas which are flooded or saturated for at
least part of the year and include lakes, rivers, marshes and
peatland inland and salt marsh, estuaries, mangroves on
the coast. Human made wetlands such as rice paddies, fish
ponds and gravel pits are also important. Wetlands deliver
essential services including filtering and storing our water
supply, protecting us from flooding, providing habitats for a
range of plants and animals and storing carbon.
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In the UK there are 180 Ramsar sites of which 5 are in
Cambridgeshire the Ouse and Nene Washes and
Chippenham, Woodwalton and Wicken Fens. The two
washes were built to help drain the Fens and also to store
flood water and are now important sites for wintering and
breeding birds. The three Fens are different in character but
all have a high biodiversity. Wicken and Woodwalton are
both expanding to protect the carbon stored in the peat on
which they, and surrounding arable land, sits and provide a
larger area for wildlife.

The geology of Cambridgeshire is such that over the years
removal of large amounts of clay, sand and gravel for
construction has left lakes including Milton Country Park
and RSPB reserves Ouse Fen and Fen Drayton Lakes. The
rivers Cam and Ouse and their tributaries are important,
especially where there is washland beside the river.

Why not visit a wetland? Milton Country Park and the River
Cam are only a short walk away and Wicken Fen a short
drive. You could combine a shopping trip to Ely with a walk
by the River Ouse to Roswell Pits or visit WWT Welney
before the end of February for a swan feed.

Please pray that governments, including our own,
strengthen protection for wetlands and other habitats. Also
for the Ecochurch team as they arrange talks on
environmental issues.
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Fairtrade Fortnight

27" February - 12" March

Did you know that cocoa, bananas and
FAIRTRADE coffee could soon be much more
OUNDATION  difficult to find on our shelves?

Climate change is making crops like these harder and
harder to grow. Combined with deeply unfair trade,
communities growing these crops are being pushed to the
brink.

But here’s the good news.

More of us choosing Fairtrade means extra income, power,
and support for those communities, as they work to build
sustainable and prosperous futures.

So not only is choosing Fairtrade best for people and the
planet, it could help save everyday treats like chocolate,
bananas and a hot cuppal!

Choosing Fairtrade means standing with farmers for
fairness and equality, against some of the biggest
challenges the world faces. It means farmers creating
change, from investing in climate friendly farming
techniques to developing women in leadership.
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With Fairtrade you change the world a little bit every day.
Through simple shopping choices you are showing
businesses and governments that you believe in fair and
just trade.

Most supermarkets do stock Fairtrade items. Co-op seems
to have the widest selection.

Tesco usually has fairtrade cocoa, coffee, tea and bananas.

For more information please see the website:
www.fairtrade.org.uk
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Update on Giving to
All Saints' Church, Milton

Over the last few years quite a few things have changed
regarding how we receive donations. These have been
announced in the weekly emails, but | thought it would be
good to put everything together in one update.

In 2019 we joined the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) and
made that our primary source for receiving regular giving.
This replaced the standing orders straight into our bank
account and our envelope scheme. At the time, the PGS
didn’t offer one-off giving, so we used Stewardship for one-
off giving, but this could also be used for regular giving by
those not wishing to use the PGS. At the end of 2022 the
PGS introduced one-off giving, so both the PGS and
Stewardship can now be used for regular and one-off giving.

From 2020 we no longer have plate collections at our
services. We have, however, recently received a new Digital
Giving Device from Ely Diocese that can be used for
donations after services.

A little bit more detail of the different options is given
below:
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Parish Giving Scheme — for regular and one-off giving. Click
on the image below or scan the QR code to go straight to
our Parish giving page:

.' ® [}
T el 3 R
PARISH SCHEME

A better way to support your church

Setting up giving can be done online, however, you can also
do this by phoning the PGS (0333 002 1271, Monday to
Friday, 9am — 5pm, you will need to have your bank details
to hand and the All Saints’ parish code: 140614113).
Alternatively, a form to set up giving can be obtained from
the treasurer.

Stewardship — for regular and one-off giving. Click on the
image below or scan the QR code to access our
Stewardship giving page:

1. Supportusat
1™ Stewardship

Contactless giving — for one-off giving, special collections,
and payment for events. We have a Payaz digital giving
device by the entrance between the church and the hall. To
donate (or pay, see below) choose one of the pre-set
amounts on the screen, or select ‘Donate a different
amount’ to choose something else, and then hold your card
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against the card reader at the top. Wait until the transaction
has completed before starting the next donation/payment.

Donations of up to £30 are automatically included in our
Gift Aid claim as part of HMRC's Gift Aid Small Donations
Scheme. If you would like to gift aid a larger donation,
please complete a gift aid declaration at the time of your
donation (this is important as the device does not collect
any personal information, so we cannot identify donations
on the statements). Donations over £30 can only qualify for
Gift Aid if accompanied by a Gift Aid declaration. A QR code
to our Gift Aid form is available on the device.

The Payaz device can also be used for payments at events or
for special collections. Please check the screen before
donating or making a payment, to make sure that it is set to
the right screen. That way the money gets allocated
correctly and Gift Aid is claimed where appropriate.

The support for our church has been and continues to be
generous and is much appreciated. Every gift, regular or
one-off, whatever its size, supports our ministry and
mission. If you have any queries, please email me
(treasurer@allsaintsmilton.org.uk) or contact the church
office.

Thank you for your support.
Roxane Owen

Treasurer of Milton Parochial Church Council
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" TREE PLANTING

HEI';U M.IH'OH COW’I'}TH Pﬁl’k Pro*ec* our enuironmem‘.l'

Would you like fo he.io Milton Coumtry Park? We are n"oofeing for amazing
individuals who want fo make a fong-."as‘f’ing Posiﬁue imPac‘f* in their local
communi)‘_tj,

This year at Milton Coun‘f'r_tj Park we are creaﬁng new wildlife hedgerows b_tj
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Trees are an essential Parf of our environment that I‘le.l!p to suppor’it British wildlife, clean
the air we breathe, cajvfure carbon, and Pra*ecf aaains)[ local ﬁoaa‘ing_

Our va."umteering is very flexible, and can it in your daify life. There's no regufar
commitment - you can do it as a one-off or as a regufar weel'ef_lf session. What's more, all
fraining and equipmenf will be Praui&e& = you do not need to have any prior experience fo

33* stuck inl
Tree Pfanﬁng will run from February fo Apr.-'{ If you are inferested in 5eH.-'n3 inveolved,
Pfease contact our Senior .'?cmger (GeofF Gilfillan):
Ewail - l';ea{f@Cambria‘gespor”akes.org_u.l'e
Phone - 01920838218
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Seed el S'orou'r( -l Seecﬂin3 L Sa.pi'ing e Mature tree
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All Saints Church, Church Lane, Milton. CB24 6AB

Bible verse for 2023
Isaiah 43.18-19:
‘Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
See, | am doing a new thing!’
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