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Regular Prayer Meetings and Events

Toddler Group
10.00-11.30am  Mondays and Fridays (during term time)

Stitchers Club
2.00-4.00pm Second Monday of the month (not on in

August)

Tuesdays Together

3.30-4.45pm Second Tuesday of the month (during
term time)

Praise and Play
9.30-10.30am Wednesdays (during term time)

Baby Group
2.00-4.00pm Wednesdays (all year)

Morning Prayer
9.00-9.30am Monday—Thursday

Prayer Meeting
7.00am Fridays




January 2025 Sunday
Services

Sunday 5th January
8am Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Worship
3:00pm Epiphany Carols

Sunday 12th January
8am Holy Communion
10.30am All Age Communion and Baptism Service

Sunday 19th January
8am Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Worship

Sunday 26th January
8am Holy Communion
10.30am Holy Communion Come Together

Sunday 2nd February
8:00am Communion
10:30am Morning Worship




Dates for your Diary

Sun 5th Jan
2:30pm—Epiphany Carols

Wed 8th Jan
9:30-10:30am—Praise and Play Returns
2:00-4:00pm—Baby Group Returns

Fri 10th Jan
10:00-11:30am—Toddler Group Returns

Thurs 16th Jan
7:30-9:00pm—Parenting Teens Course Starts

Thurs 23rd Jan

1:00-3:00pm— Kintsingu Hope Well Being Course begins




Prayer Diary January 2025

1st

As we start the year, lets rejoice in God’s promise from Revelation 21: ‘/
am making everything new!” Lets claim this promise together.

2nd

On St Basil’s Day, we remember the life of Basil of Caesarea who cared for
the sick and hungry and transformed lives in the name of Jesus.

3rd

‘Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens’
[Psalms 68:19]

4th

Pray for the members of the Wren and St Clements Choir who will be
celebrating Epiphany with us tomorrow.

5th

On Epiphany, we remember the Wise Men who followed the star to meet
their new king, to bow before him and worship him, presenting him with
gifts. May we share their hearts of adoration, giving thanks for how we
were led to meet him. May we present our lives as offerings to the King.

6th

Pray for staff and pupils of all of our local schools returning today!
Especially Milton Primary, IVC Secondary and Sixth Form, St Bedes, The
Red Ballon, Cygnets Pre School and The College of West Anglia.

7th

Give thanks for our beautiful church and all of the incredible events and
services it has held over the last month.

8th

Pray for both Praise and Play and Baby Group which are both starting
back today.

9th

Pray for Chaplaincy teams and other prison staff today. We pray that
Jesus would make Himself known through word and spirit.

10th

Pray for our Toddlers group today as it starts back. For the group leaders
as well as the parents, carers and children attending.

11th

On Anti Trafficking Day, we remember that you are a God of Justice, who
hates to see oppression and injustice. We weep with those who weep, as
we remember those who face oppression, exploitation and violence. Help
us to be a part of the anti-trafficking movement, and we pray that we ‘act
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly’ to stand with those who face
suffering [Micah 6:8]

12th

Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of baptism and the opportunity to
publicly declare faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

13th

Pray for the Stitchers group today as members meet for the first time
since Christmas.

14th

Pray for the shops and local businesses in Milton, may they continue to
bring in lots of trade despite the January quietness.

15th

Pray for those living in care homes, that they feel safe, comfortable, and
cared for. Pray for the staff for patience, compassion and give thanks for
their dedication, commitment, and hard work in caring for the residents




16th

Give thanks for our incredible Eco Church Team who have been awarded their
Silver Award.

17th

Pray for the first week of the Parenting Teens Cours.

18th

Remember John 13:34 ‘A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have
loved you, so you must love one another’.

19th

On World Religion Day Pray for safety for churches across the world. Pray that
God would protect them in the face of opposition or attack. According to the
World Watch List produced by Open Doors, more than 2,100 churches and
church buildings were attacked, looted, or forcibly closed during 2022

20th

On Blue Monday, we pray for those who are struggling with their Mental
Health. Lord, we thank you that you that you are near to those who are
struggling

21st

Remember ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it’ [John 1:5]

22nd

Pray for those who are displaced, for all who have fled for their lives and are far
from their homes, for those who are escaping persecution and conflict, having
fled death, torture or ruthless exploitation and longing for a place to call home,
pray for peace in the homeland of refugees fleeing conflict.

23rd

On the International Day of Education, we pray for all teachers and school staff
in Cambridgeshire We give thanks for their commitment to the growth and
development of children and young people. Lord, please sustain them in their
vocation and remind them of the difference they are making to the lives of
children and young people.

24th

Pray for the first week of the Kintsingu Hope Well Being Course.

25th

Pray for those who need new clothes, who don’t have a winter coat or suitable
shoes, who don’t have the money to buy an outfit for a job interview, or whose
children are growing faster than they can afford clothes that fit them

26th

Remember ‘The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you, he will never
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged’
[Deuteronomy 31:8]

27th

On Holocaust Memorial Day, we lament the deaths of the six million Jews killed
during the Holocaust. Lord, we know that you are a God of justice and of
forgiveness. Help us to stand with those who are suffering today. We long for
the day you will put an end to evil

28th

Pray for those living with long term ilinesses. For those suffering with chronic
pain, pray for God’s healing touch on their lives.

29th

Pray for Neil and Jackie and the work they are doing.

30th

Praise ‘But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ’ [1 Cor 15:57]

31st

Thank the Lord for all that he has provided us with in the first month of the year
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Letter from the Priest

Dear friends,

Do you find January a long, cold and dark month? Is there a
sense of disappointment after the joy of Christmas for you
or your loved ones?

During January, the days sometimes feel too short, we've
spent far too much money at Christmas and there is not
much to look forward to. Easter seems too far away and
there is little to celebrate in the meantime.

However, Epiphany - also known as Three Kings' Day - is a
Christian feast day which falls on 6 January and we can look
forward to it and celebrate it. We will have an Epiphany
carol service at All Saints at 3pm on Sunday 5" January, |
commend this to you.

Epiphany is a special date for many Christians around the
world as it's when people celebrate how a star led the Magi
- also known as the Three kings or the Wise Men - to visit
the baby Jesus after he had been born.

'‘Epiphany' comes from the Greek word meaning 'to reveal’,
as it is when the baby Jesus was 'revealed' to the world. This
is why you might hear people say they've had an epiphany,
when they've just realised something.
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| wonder how the wise men felt as they left Bethlehem be-
hind. Did they feel disappointed that they had met the mes-
siah and now there was nothing to look forward to? | think
not! They would have felt excited and energised about how
God was to reveal himself to the world. It was an exciting
new start where anything was possible with God, this was
the epiphany they experienced.

2025 is a new year and we need to have a sense of expecta-
tion at All Saints; with what will do in our lives and the life
of our church in the forthcoming months. We can experi-
ence an epiphany too. This year’s bible verse comes from
Psalm 62, verse 8, ‘Trust in him at all times, you people;
pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.’

Did you notice what happened when the village Christmas
tree was blown over on Pond Green in December during
Storm Darragh? The tree’s lights still shone brightly even
though it was lying on its side. Eventually, the tree was lifted
up or resurrected to stand tall once again. | believe this re-
flects the faith that we all share. We have the light of Christ
in our lives, and it can never be extinguished.

Let’s dwell in that light together in 2025 and trust in Him,
for He is our refuge.

With love,

Alex
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YOU RE INVITED
O OUR NEXT
Kintsugi Hope
Wellbeing Group

Come and join us as we journey together for 12 weeks to
explore how to maintain positive mental and emotional
wellbeing in the midst of our busy lives.

To book a place or for more information please get in touch.

Thursday 23rd January 1.00 - 3.00 pm

i Ruth.French@kintsugihope.com All Saints Church Hall

Kintsugi' is the Japanese art of repairing broken pottery
with seams of gold. When brokenness is repaired, the object
becomes more beautiful and unique than it was before.
Instead of hiding the scars, it makes a feature of them.

[ Kintsugi) pecowna
\HOPE™ | Wi’
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Al

hurch at the heart of the communit

PARENTING TEENS COURSE

ABOUT THE COURSE OUR MAIN TOPICS
Parenting teens has its challenges. As ; :
children grow, they naturally begin to pull Week 1: Gofjs plan for teens
away from their parents as they grow in ~~ Week 2: Trying together, truth
independence and begin to make and experience

decisions with bigger consequences. It Week 3: Connecting to God-

can be easy for parents to think they are
less influential in their teens’ lives,
particularly when it comes to faith. But

Prayer
Week 4: Unknotting wrong

that is not true. Parents and carers views of God
remain the significant spiritual influencer =~ Week 5: Teenagers and church
in a teen'’s life, and teens need them to Week 6: A Godly core of

help as they navigate the world and faith
together. Based on the book Parenting
Te_etnfhfor a Life of'iariwtf}, bL;lt not limited DATES & TIME
to it, this course will help all parents,
carers, grandparents and others involved Jan _16 Feb6 March 6
in teens’ everyday lives to understand the [EERSLILERNLLE AN BT
teenage faith journey more and find their 7:30 - 9:00 PM

place within it.
SMALL HALL, ASM

confidence

PLEASE CONTACT SARAH BATES, YOUTH WORKER, AT

YOUTH@ALLSAINTSMILTON.ORG.UK FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Sunday 5th January 2025
3PM Start

Refreshiments served from 2:30pm.

hurch at the heart of the communit,
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Christmas Hamper Update

Our Bible verse of 2024 was “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believ-
ers.” [Galatians 6:10]. The work we have been doing this year, but
specifically over the Christmas period has been with the intention to 'do
good to all people'.

Thank you to everyone who gave to our
Christmas Hamper project. Through your
amazing generosity we were able to bless
even more people than we initially planned
- we made 9 hampers in total!

God moved in our plans, right to the very
end when we discovered we had £50
unspent. Then a request was made to help
one more family. Of course God always
knew about their need and that he wanted
us to be able to bless them too.

Hampers contained some basic food items
as well as Christmas food and treats. We were also able to include gifts such
as chocolates, toiletries, and jigsaws. Ely Toy Bank also helped us by
donating toys, books, games and cuddly toys for all the children of the
families we were helping.

After delivering the hampers we have received messages of thanks- so in
turn I would like to take this opportunity to pass thanks on to everyone who
helped and gave items/cash. One message said:

"Please convey our incredible sincere gratitude for this unexpected sea of
gifts to everyone who contributed to this cause."

Without your support it would not have been possible to show the love of
Jesus in this practical way. Thank you.

Michelle, Beth and Elouise
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Christmas Event Photos

Enjoy these photos from the diverse array of events we organised
over Christmas!

Christingle Service

Gingerbread House Decorating Party

This year we held our first Gingerbread House Decorating Party. Lots
of fun was had and creative houses were built and decorated!

S =] ]
3 1 ¥ S 15,3
E
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Carols Concerts
This year we have held multiple carol concerts, from Carols By The

Lamp Post to Carols By Candlelight. Thank you to everyone who has
been involved in planning and singing at the events.

This picture is from our Carols By The Christmas Tree event, it was
great to be joined by so many members of our community.

Crib Service

Our Christmas Eve Crib Service was a huge success! So much fun was
had by all as the children did so well acting out the nativity story.
Thank you to Stewart and Sarah for organising and leading this.




A ROCHA
News from the

Eco Church Team
January 2025

ECO 2 CHURCH

Cn,
O

The sharp eyed amongst you may Pirch, arocha- o
spot the difference between the

header on the article and the one from last month.
Following two years of encouraging everyone connected with
the church to think about and act for the environment we are
now an A ROCHA Eco Church Silver Award holder.

e

Lots has been going on to gain the award. Here are just a few
examples:

e Asyou know the church is a grade 2 listed building which
limits what can be done to reduce emissions of green house
gases but steps have been taken including zoning the heating so
only the areas being used are heated so saving money and
greenhouse gas emissions.

e The need to care for God’s creation has been brought home
to us in special services and through preaching and prayers
throughout the year — Simon’s sermon earlier this year
reminded us that we don’t own the earth — just borrow it!
Something we should all remember.

e Articles in church news have informed about events and
campaigns and suggested ways we can act for the environment
both practically in our own lives, and through advocacy and
prayers.
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e Good Friday saw lots of families in the Dell at Milton Country
Park for Messy Easter learning about the Easter story through
practical activities including pictures from leaves and trees and
Easter gardens.

e Young and old alike armed with sweep nets and bug pots
scoured the churchyard hunting for the small residents which
were photographed and identified by members of the Eco
Church team. Exciting finds included Hornet mimic hoverfly,
lesser stag beetles and a multitude of snails. Many of these
finds came from the wilder areas showing that our management
plan is working and helping biodiversity as well as gaining the
church a Wildlife Trust Bronze Churchyard award.

e Members of the congregation have enjoyed walks together
both in the Country Park and further afield and listened for bats
around the church.

The Eco-church team is keenly aware that we have arole in
helping our congregation to become better informed and to
acknowledge that our personal choices have an impact on God's
Earth. We will continue to encourage and support our church
family and wider community in exercising ethical discretion
where reasonably practicable so that environmental awareness
and striving for global justice become second nature. Come and
join us as we move beyond Silver. You can find out more at
https//ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

The Eco Church team of Gerry, Terry, Neil, Michael, Helen and
Nicola would like to thank everyone for their efforts in getting
the church to the Silver award especially the Churchwardens
and past members of the team, including Derek Jackie M and
Judith. Judith was a very active member of the team writing ar-
ticles, coming up with ideas, liaising with other churches and

generally encouragingus.
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& OpenDoors

Prayer for the Persecuted Church
January 2025

All Saints Milton continues to support the work of Open Doors
financially and in prayer in their support for Christians around
the world who are persecuted for their faith.

You may find additional resources at the Open Doors website
(Serving Persecuted Christians Worldwide Home - Open Doors
UK & Ireland), the general prayer page is https://
www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/prayer/

REFUGEES

A result of all wars/persecutions but a wider problem in the
internet and easy-travel ages we live in; all the area of the world
we could call ‘Christian’ have large numbers of new residents
who have escaped from countries where hearing the gospel and
making a true choice as to the Saviour claims of Jesus Christ is
almost impossible. Some of these people such as citizens of
Afghanistan have never met a Christian until they left their
homeland; others such as Christians fleeing Iran and Iraq are
reviving the churches they are now worshipping at in places in
the UK. | suspect the only reason | don’t know any refugees is
that | am not opening my eyes —are you?
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WAR ZONES

There continues to be reports from all conflict zones of the
world of Christians helping refugees, opening their homes,
sharing what they have with others, striving to promote peace.
As mentioned specifically for Sudan and Gaza in November, this
is a witness to hope and love to strangers and to enemies. | have
no easy explanation to the enduring question of why God allows
suffering, but He works through it for the Kingdom. You may
think that sounds very trite but the alternatives are far harder to
reconcile with a loving God.

CHRISTMAS in BANGLADESH

The government would like to stand for religious freedom; it
seems powerful groups do not want this. A recent spike in
aggression to Christians in workplaces has been accompanied
with Islamist groups asking for Sharia law (itself a distortion of
what orthodox Islam teaches). Recently, churches and
prominent Christians have received death threats to the gist of
‘enjoy Christmas and say your goodbyes.” Pray for people who
are scared, there and in other countries where their faith is
more visible when they celebrate festivals. Also, for many
whose faith is secret, for fear of authorities and their own
families that they may be filled with joy of the message of
Christmas.

Romans 5:3-5.

‘Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we
know that suffering produces perseverance;perseverance, char-
acter; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.’
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01223 441007
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All Saints Church, Church Lane, Milton. CB24 6AB

Bible verse for 2025
‘Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts

to him, for God is our refuge.’
Psalm 62:8
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