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Bible verse for 2023  
Isaiah 43.18-19:  

‘Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  
See, I am doing a new thing!’ 

 

 

May 2023 News 
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All About Us 

 

Rev. Dr. Simon Bradford 

Associate Minister 

simon.bradford@allsaintsmilton.org.uk 

(works full-time outside the parish – reply 
may be delayed) 

 

Rev. Jackie Metcalfe 

Curate & Pastoral Visiting 

jackie.metcalfe@allsaintsmilton.org.uk 

07765 424642 

 

Linda Henderson 

Churchwarden & Safeguarding Officer 

linda.henderson@allsaintsmilton.org.uk 

safeguarding@allsaintsmilton.org.uk 

07801 156157 

 

Paul Wilkins 

Churchwarden 

paul.wilkins@allsaintsmilton.org.uk 

07720 054946 

 
Contact number for Pastoral Support 

07761 006664 
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Michelle Peters 

Administrators 
office@allsaintsmilton.org.uk 

01223 441007 
 

 

Roxane Owen 

Treasurer 

treasurer@allsaintsmilton.org.uk 

  

 

Alan Skull 
  
  

Licensed Lay Ministers 

  

Andrew Macpherson  

 

Jackie Cottingham 

  

Licensed Lay Ministers 

  

Kathy English  

 

Anne Aldridge 

  

Ministers 

  

Stewart Taylor 
 

mailto:simon.bradford@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
mailto:jackie.metcalfe@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
mailto:linda.henderson@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
mailto:paul.wilkins@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
mailto:%20office@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
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John Uttin 

  

Lay Pastors 

  

Sue Nunn  

 

Elinor Everitt 

Children’s Work Leader 

elinor.everitt@allsaintsmilton.org.uk 

 

Sarah Bates 
Interim Youth Co-Ordinator 

youth@allsaintsmilton.org.uk 

 
‘AS Chat’ email group 

To join: chat-admin@allsaintsmilton.org.uk 
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Latest News – New Priest in 
Charge for Milton 

The advertisement for our new Priest in Charge is now in 
the Church Times and will appear for the next few weeks. 
Please pray for God’s Guidance for all those who read this 
and for those involved in the recruitment process. Thank 
you. 

We would like to thank everyone who completed the recent 
questionnaires and for having input in the Parish Profile. 
This document will form part of the advert and recruitment 
process. If you would like to read it, please see the link 
below. There will also be some copies in church. 

www.allsaintsmilton.org.uk/PP/
All_Saints_Milton_Parish_Profile_2023.pdf  

mailto:youth@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
mailto:chat-admin@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
https://www.allsaintsmilton.org.uk/PP/All_Saints_Milton_Parish_Profile_2023.pdf
https://www.allsaintsmilton.org.uk/PP/All_Saints_Milton_Parish_Profile_2023.pdf


 

6 

May Services 
7th May 

8am Holy Communion 
10.30am All Together Coronation Service 

14th May 
8am Holy Communion 

10.30am Holy Communion with Anointing 

18th May 
8pm Ascension Day Holy Communion 

21st May  
8am Holy Communion 

10.30am Morning Worship 

28th May  
8am Holy Communion 

10.30am Holy Communion All Together 
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Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 6th May 10am – 3pm 
Quiet Day at All Saints Landbeach 

Give yourself a break – time for yourself with 
God. Praise, pray and listen together. 

Led by Helen Randall. Suggested donation 
£10.00 (payable on the day). Bring your own lunch. 
Refreshment provided over the day. 

The park and ride bus stops at the corner of Waterbeach 
Road and High Street. Parking in the Village Hall Car park at 
the same corner as the P&R bus stop. 

For more information please contact: Jane Oakes 
07740282387 / janemaryoakes@gmail.com 

Sunday 7th May 
Coronation Service, Picnic and Village Tea Party 

Our 10.30am service on Sunday 7th May will be 
an ‘All Together’ service with a Coronation 
theme. 

Following this everyone is invited to meet on the recreation 
ground at the Community Centre, from 12pm, please bring 
your own picnic, blankets, deck chairs, etc. 

For those who would like to join the Coronation Village Tea 
Party, this begins at 2.30pm in the Community Centre with 
drinks, cakes and music. 

 

mailto:janemaryoakes@gmail.com
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Monday 8th May 9.30am – 1.30pm  
The Big Help Out  

Help us tidy up the church yard. You are 
welcome to join us , whether it’s just for a few 
minutes or the whole time. All ages welcome, 
children do bring an adult with you!  

Drinks and biscuits will be served during the morning to all 
volunteers. 

If you have any gardening tools that will help, please do 
bring them with you. 

Thursday 11th May at 7pm 
APCM in church 

All welcome. 

Wednesday 17th May at 7.30pm 
Amnesty International Milton letter writing session 

In the church hall. See p11 for more details. 

18th – 28th May  
Thy Kingdom Come 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites 
Christians around the world to pray from Ascension to 
Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus. 

If you would like to take part we have some prayer diaries 
to give away that will be available in church.  

Further resources are available at:  
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www.thykingdomcome.global/stories/ 
thy-kingdom-come-2023 

Sunday 21st May at 7pm 
Making Sense of ...Movements in World Mission 

With Rev Dr Ian Randall. St’ John’s Waterbeach. 

Tuesday 23rd May 12 – 2pm  
Eco Networking Lunch at St Michael’s Church Stanground 

For more details see p17. 

Sunday 28th May from 2pm into the evening 
Pentecost 2023 on Parkers Piece  

A day of live music, speakers, charity showcase and mission 
praying for the Holy Spirit - ‘Let the fire fall’ . For more 
details see:  
www.camrevivalhub.org.uk/ 
event-details-registration/pentecost-2023 

Saturday 24th June 12pm  
Diocesan Festal Eucharist at Ely Cathedral 

See p10 for details. If you would like transport, please let 
the office know by May 12th. 

26th – 30th July 
New Wine, Week 1 

Some of our church family are going. You are very welcome 
to join them. More information can be found at: 
https://www.new-wine.org/events/united23 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/stories/thy-kingdom-come-2023
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/stories/thy-kingdom-come-2023
https://www.camrevivalhub.org.uk/event-details-registration/pentecost-2023
https://www.camrevivalhub.org.uk/event-details-registration/pentecost-2023
https://www.new-wine.org/events/united23/
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Diocesan Festal Eucharist   

Saturday 24 June 2023 at 12.00pm 
Ely Cathedral 

  

An invitation from Bishop Steven:- 

There are plans for a Diocesan Festal Eucharist at Ely 
Cathedral in celebration of St Etheldreda. This year marks 
the 1350th year since the foundress set up a joint 
monastery here in Ely. We are looking forward to the 
Archbishop of York preaching at this service, and we would 
like to fill the Cathedral with members of churches from 
across the Diocese. 

If you are interested in coming along, please contact the 
office by May 12th so we can make transport plans:  
office@allsaintsmilton.org.uk or telephone 01223 441007.  

If you would like to see the Cathedral’s programme of 
services, concerts, and events for the year. All information 
can be found on the Cathedral’s website at: 
www.elycathedral.org/plan-your-visit/ 
things-to-see-and-do/st-etheldreda-1350 
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Milton Primary School 

Josie Gaynord will be stepping down as a governor at the 
end of the academic  year. We would like to thank her for all 
her work in this role. 

Sadly this means that there will be no-one from this 
congregation serving as a governor, which is a great shame 
when the school is a Church of England School in our 
village. 

Is this a role you might be able to fill? If it is, please have a 
chat to me or Jackie Metcalfe to learn more about the 
school. Or contact the chair of governors Nicola Parsons 
on  chair@milton.cambs.sch.uk. 

Kathy English 

Amnesty International 
I am delighted to confirm that the first Amnesty 
International Milton Letter Writing Session will take place 
on Wednesday 17th May at 7.30pm in the church hall. All 
are very welcome. 

For more information on Amnesty International, please see: 
www.amnesty.org 

For any more information on the Milton Session, please feel 
free to contact me: Alice.e.sandham@gmail.com  

With all good wishes, Alice 

mailto:office@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
https:/www.elycathedral.org/plan-your-visit/things-to-see-and-do/st-etheldreda-1350
https:/www.elycathedral.org/plan-your-visit/things-to-see-and-do/st-etheldreda-1350
mailto:chair@milton.cambs.sch.uk
https://www.amnesty.org/
mailto:Alice.e.sandham@gmail.com
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Prayer Diary May 2023 

Mon 1 May Give thanks for our musicians and singers for the joy 
they bring to our services 

Tue 2 May Pray that the ministry team, churchwardens and 
administrators might receive guidance and 
encouragement 

Wed 3 May Inspire the church eco-team to find creative ways to 
celebrate and care for our world 

Thu 4 May On what is known as Star Wars Day, may God help us 
to enjoy abundant life in Him 

Fri 5 May As the advert for the Priest-in-Charge appears for the 
second time, pray that it will be seen by the right 
applicants 

Sat 6 May On the occasion of his coronation, ask God to bless King 
Charles III and all the royal family 

Sun 7 May 
Easter 5 

As churches and communities celebrate the coronation, 
pray that God will bless our families, friends and 
neighbours 

Mon 8 May As some take part in the Big Help Out, pray that we 
might all know best how to help others 

Tue 9 May Thank God for the gift of our young people and their 
contribution to the life of our church 

Wed 10 
May 

Bless the work of those who provide activities for 
young families and children during the week 

Thu 11 May As we think about all that God has done at All Saints at 
the APCM, may we all be truly thankful 

Fri 12 May On what is known as International Nurses Day, ask God 
to bless all who work in the NHS 

Sat 13 May Be with, and help us to remember, all those who are no 
longer able to attend Sunday worship 

Sun 14 May 
Easter 6 

As we include anointing for healing in our communion 
service, pray that God would be present to heal 
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Mon 15 May May families who visit the hospice find love, care and 
respite, and be with all the staff members 

Tue 16 May Pray that our MP and local councillors may put the 
needs of our community first in all that they do 

Wed 17 May Pray for Cambridge City Food Bank and all who work 
to provide emergency food for others 

Thu 18 May 
Ascension 

As we celebrate Ascension Day, pray that God would 
bless all involved in Thy Kingdom Come 

Fri 19 May Thank God for the precious gift of water and ask for 
wisdom to use it wisely 

Sat 20 May Ask God to bless all who work at the local doctors and 
veterinary surgeries 

Sun 21 May 
Easter 7 

As we continue to think about the fruit of the Spirit, 
may we all be blessed with more patience and 
gentleness 

Mon 22 May On International Biodiversity Day, take time to thank 
God for the wonders of His creation 

Tue 23 May Give thanks for the work of the Edmund Trust and ask 
God to bless all Milton residents 

Wed 24 May Keep us vigilant and determined to keep everyone in 
our Church family safe 

Thu 25 May Pray that God would help us to bring peace and 
harmony to our community 

Fri 26 May Pray for those affected by severe drought in East 
Africa, asking God to enable both rain and food aid 

Sat 27 May Continue to pray for the work of Open Doors as it 
reaches out to the persecuted church 

Sun 28 May 
Pentecost 

As we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit, may we 
all be filled afresh with His love and power 

Mon 29 May Pray that there truly would be peace on Earth, 
especially in Ukraine and other locations of conflict 

Tue 30 May Ask God to give wisdom and strength to all who help 
refugees, asylum seekers and economic migrants 

Wed 31 May Ask God to give us love for each other, clarity of vision 
and patience as we wait for a new Priest-in-Charge 
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News from the  
Ecochurch Team:  
Making space for 
wildlife and people 
In Britain as a whole, the number of insects has declined 
dramatically and everyone is encouraged to do what they 
can to boost numbers by providing plants accessible to 
nectar feeders and those which are food for insects at some 
stage in their life cycle. A shortage of insects impacts on 
other species which depend on them for food. In addition, 
there is a need to provide roosting and nesting places for 
birds and some places for small mammals, amphibians and 
reptiles to shelter. 

The Ecochurch and gardening teams, in consultation with 
the church wardens, are working to balance the needs of 
people for a pleasant area to congregate and reflect 
throughout the year with those of wildlife with trees and 
wilder areas.   

Early in the year 
snowdrops were in 
profusion around the log 
circle and around the back 
of the hall and planted 
spring bulbs added colour 
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to the grass at the front of the church.  

Primroses flowered in 
March and bluebells can 
be seen against the wall 
and between the graves in 
the south east corner of 
the churchyard.  Early May 
is a good time to visit 
woods to see bluebells. 
Find out more at: www.wildlifebcn.org/bluebells. 

In several areas including a 
strip by the church wall and 
near the priest's door colourful 
displays of  blue flowered 
green alkanet, comfrey with 
white flowers and yellow 
flowered greater celandine are 
starting to appear, all of which 
are popular with bees and 
other insects.  

A few areas mainly in amongst 
old gravestones are left wild 
with nettles as these are the 
food plant of the caterpillars of 
butterflies including small 
tortoiseshell and peacock 
shown here.                                                                                                                  

https://www.wildlifebcn.org/bluebells
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The gaps under old gravestones provide hiding places for 
voles and other small mammals, amphibians and reptiles as 
well as the invertebrates many of them feed on. In addition 
the mature trees in the churchyard are ideal nesting and 
roosting sites for birds.        

The Church of England, the Church in Wales and A Rocha UK 
are encouraging churches like ours to celebrate “Love your 
Burial Grounds Week” between 3rd and 11th June and take 
part in “Churches Count on Nature” to find out what is 
living in our churchyard. During that week there will be an 
opportunity to explore parts of the churchyard looking for 
some of the smaller inhabitants. We would also like you to 
take photos of what you see in the churchyard. More details 
to follow. 

You too can help wildlife in your garden by planting nectar 
rich plants and providing cover for small animals, perhaps 
with a logpile. You could also take part in Plantlife’s “No 
Mow May” and see what wild plants come up in your lawn. 
A mown border round the patch you leave shows it is an 
experiment rather than you being lazy. Find out more at 
www.plantlife.org.uk/campaigns/nomowmay                    

Photos: Bee on green alkanet – Gerry Metcalfe, others Terry 

or Helen Moore 
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https://www.plantlife.org.uk/campaigns/nomowmay/


 

18 

A Testimony, by Helen Kiddle 
The older we get, the more we are able to consider how 
each of our lives is so uniquely different from the lives of 
others. We often assume that other people have had lives 
that are or have been more interesting than ours, or we 
imagine that other peoples’ families or marriages are much 
happier or more loving than ours, or that other people 
seem so much healthier. But according to the Bible, the 
truth is that each one of us is living out the plan that God 
made for us before we were even born. As we read in Psalm 
139 “All the days ordained for us were written in Your book 
before one of them came to be…..”.  When I first came 
across that verse, I took a long, hard look at my past and 
wondered, as I’m sure most of us do, why God seemingly 
allows us to suffer. Yet, as we look back over particularly 
difficult times, we realise how much those difficulties have 
made us grow into the person we have become or are in 
the process of becoming, and how much we have had to 
rely on God’s presence and strength to help us through 
them. Could this suffering be a way for God to form a more 
real and intimate relationship with Him? Does He send the 
suffering or does He use the circumstances that made us 
suffer to draw us closer to Him? 

When I was just 18, I met the person who was to become 
my first husband. A Venezuelan musician! We met in 
London, and as I heard his stories about his country, it 
seemed like an exotic and tropical paradise, far removed 
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from the grey, cold and drizzly British climate I had grown 
up in. So, when his UK visa expired and he had to go back to 
Venezuela, I didn’t think twice when he asked me to go and 
live there with him. After he left, I saved up my money, 
bought a plane ticket, said goodbye to my bewildered 
parents and off I went. Shortly after my arrival, we were 
married and my life suddenly became quite different from 
the idyllic dream or indeed anything I had ever previously 
known or imagined. To start with, the language was Spanish 
and I didn’t speak or understand anything for a good while. 
The food disagreed with me for months and to make 
matters worse,  we lived in a cramped apartment with a lot 
of other family members who seemed to view me with 
suspicion, in a giant concrete block of flats. The exotic, 
tropical landscape I had dreamt about was nowhere to be 
seen in the vast city of Caracas. Furthermore, I’d arrived a 
month before Christmas, yet it was boiling hot. There were 
no Christmas cards or Christmas carols, no seasonal foods 
or decorations in the shop windows, and there just seemed 
to be endless parties, drinking and “Gaitas”, the traditional 
music played at that time of year which was loud and noisy 
and which I was always surrounded by! Suddenly, I felt very 
homesick. 

The feeling of not quite fitting in, followed me for most of 
the 26 years that I lived in Venezuela and although I 
adapted in many ways, there was always an emptiness 
inside. Even after we finally moved to live on a beautiful 
tropical island called Margarita, and even after my two 
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beautiful children had been born in the local hospital 
(which was basic to say the least), the feeling of emptiness 
continued.  Marriage to a musician was not at all easy, and 
over the years we had many difficult ups and downs. After 
twelve hard years we divorced, but for my children’s sake I 
stayed on the island for another fourteen years, although 
that is another story. 

I did many jobs on the island to keep my little family afloat, 
because, to be honest, my first husband as a musician didn’t 
ever have a steady income. For years, I owned a catering 
business, where I would cook/bake desserts for restaurants 
during the day and deliver them at night. Three or four 
times a week, I would be covered in sugar, eggs and flour 
and our small, rented house would turn into a small one-
woman factory, but it was a great way to earn money while 
taking care of my toddler son. I did that for about 4 years 
and it became a successful enterprise. I would even sell 
cake and lemonade to the surfers and tourists at the local 
beaches at weekends. 

Needless to say, the beautiful beaches were a break from 
the hard work and they were also where I searched for God 
and the real meaning of life as I walked for miles along the 
coastline. I searched for Him everywhere. In the sky. The 
mountains. The sea. In Buddhism, in Hinduism, in 
meditation and yoga - yet still, something was missing.  

After my baby daughter was born, I changed baking for 
teaching English to the locals which was where I actually 
discovered the gift I believe God graciously equipped me 
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for, and I have been teaching ever since. Over those 26 
years, I’m sure I seemed to be a happy person on the 
outside, but inside I felt so sad. Then, after trying to find 
happiness in all the wrong ways, I remember climbing up 
onto a rocky outcrop one day, and looking out to sea. I 
asked God about Jesus. My mum was a Christian and as a 
baby I had been christened and gone to Sunday school and 
church with my grandmother. Yet, as an adult, I had been 
looking for God and truth everywhere except  Jesus. That 
day I asked Jesus to help me and show me if He was real, as 
I had never asked before. That same night, Jesus started to 
reveal His presence in a series of events and over a period 
of many years that ultimately led me into His arms of love. I 
realised, as my life started to drastically change, that He had 
been there the whole time- waiting patiently for me to stop 
banging my head against brick walls. Yet still difficulty 
followed difficulty and heartbreak followed heartbreak until 
it culminated with someone very close to my heart being 
murdered randomly in the streets of the main town one 
December evening. I was devastated, and after 26 years I 
had finally had enough. By then, my children were a lot 
older and my famous surfer son had surfed his way to 
Portugal where he’d settled. In my grief, I called him to tell 
him the tragic news and within two weeks he had sent me 
an airline ticket out of Venezuela. 

I arrived in Portugal one cold, sunny morning in January 
2000, with nothing but my passport and a few clothes in a 
bag. But this time, there was a traveller with me. His name 
was Jesus. He gave me the courage and the strength I 



 

22 

needed. He guided me through yet another new beginning. 
Another language. Another way of life. But this time it was a 
stepping stone and after a few months I was able to come 
back to the UK, to Cambridge to visit my mum here in 
Milton, and I found myself being drawn closer into the arms 
of love of Jesus Christ my Lord and Saviour as I attended 
church with her here at All Saints. 

As my dear mother Freda said, “we are all a piece of the 
Lord’s giant jigsaw. Each one of us is just the right shape to 
fit into the place God has prepared for those who love Him”. 
I feel I have found my place in the jigsaw in our lovely 
church. That wholeness that had been missing, now fills my 
heart and  I am so grateful. I thank God for All Saints Milton 
and all you saints who have become my brothers and sisters 
in Jesus Christ, with all my heart. I am now happily married 
to an Englishman and even happier that he is a Christian! 
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Hope Cambridge  
All Saints has supported Hope 
Cambridge from when it came out of 
Hope 08 in 2008.  

For the 30 years I have been in Cambridge, some of us who 
are church leaders have come together to network and 
pray. Hope Cambridge as a Trust sprung out of this network 
with a mission focus to help churches work together. Your 
previous vicar, David Chamberlin, was one of the first 
Anglican clergy representatives to become a Trustee 
alongside other non-Anglican church leaders. The lovely 
Barry Woodman was another key person to link All Saints 
with Hope, also taking on a Trustee role and setting up the 
data base of contacts with Christian organisations and 
church leaders:- a list that we are still using, with ongoing 
updates.   

I have been a Trustee for a number of years and been Chair 
for the last seven or eight years. We recently have been 
seeking  to clarify our aims as many of the leaders that 
helped to set it up have moved on and new ones have come 
into many church posts.  

The main activity that we organise is a monthly leaders 
network prayer lunch, this is hosted by a number of 
different churches, All Saints hosted us in November when 
Dr. Rachel Jordon Wolf came to speak. We seek to 
encourage church leaders to get to know each other, build 
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up trusting relationships, to pray for each other, our 
churches and for the City. Food is an important part, leaders 
are partial to some good grub! We may not get large 
numbers, generally 15-20 with some committed regulars 
and others who are more sporadic. Though our database 
has over 150 Cambridge church leaders and leaders of 
Christian organisations, many do not come attend, so we 
are often trying to work on how to overcome this. 

A special January meeting at the Guildhall was called, 
which we supported, when there must have been around 
70 present, there was general agreement to try a three 
times a year event that might draw a wider group than our 
monthly prayer lunch time meetings. We will see how these 
go. Pray for the church leaders who are over burdened with 
meetings and overstretched.        

Hope Cambridge encourages churches together in mission. 
The social programmes such as the ‘Churches Homelessness 
Project’ was spun out of leaders getting together to pray, as 
was ‘Street Pastors’ before that. ‘Pentecost Prayer and 
Praise’ and ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiatives are also Hope 
Cambridge initiatives.  

Pentecost 2023 on Sunday 28th May  from 2pm into the 
evening on Parkers Piece is a another event that Hope 
Cambridge is supporting. It will be a day of live music, 
speakers, charity showcase and mission praying for the Holy 
Spirit - Let the fire fall . Do go in the Cambridge centre to 
participate and enjoy this special afternoon.    
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We have a new purpose statement, that we have been 
working on over this last year to help clarify our aims: 

'Hope Cambridge seeks to serve the Cambridge Churches by 
providing opportunities for ministry leaders to 
gather around food and prayer to build unity. Our hope and 
prayer is that this will serve as a catalyst for churches to 
collaborate in creative gospel-centred mission.' 

Any questions or comments do let me know.  

Thank you for your financial and prayer support, All Saints! 

 
Stewart Taylor:  Chair of Hope Cambridge 
stewarttaylor1@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:stewarttaylor1@hotmail.co.uk
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Open Doors 
All Saints Milton continues to support the work of Open 
Doors financially and in prayer in their support for 
Christians around the world who are persecuted for their 
faith. You may find additional resources via the Open Doors 
website and daily Prayer Diary for May / June (see link at 
foot of page) at: 
www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/prayer 

SUDAN: As well as the awful situation for the citizens of all 
faiths in Khartoum at the moment there is the potential for 
economic and political instability in a collection of countries 
where it has been very hard to be a Christian for 
generations. The governments of Eritrea and Ethiopia have 
found reason to imprison members of groups who do not 
fulfil their registration criteria for churches (i.e. don’t agree 
with the government). Somalia has had little government 
and an Islamic uprising for a long time and South Sudan, 
one of the world’s poorest and newest nations fought a 
long war for independence against the very generals now 
fighting one another in Sudan. Tragically, South Sudan has 
been blighted since its birth by a war between two rival 
generals. Christians in Sudan itself fear the return of the 
kind of autocratic government that sided with Islamic 
extremists and tried to force them to leave their homes (in 
Nubia especially). It is a worrying time for the whole region; 
please pray for the fearful that God will bring stability and 
lasting peace. 
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DRC/CONGO: Among dictator-ridden, kleptocrat, 
ungovernable nations with vast natural resources and 
grinding poverty, the DRC has no equal. It is blessed with 
almost all the Coltan mineral that enables digital devices 
and has been a warzone for decades. Although almost 
every private army steals from anyone in the DRC, the most 
recent Islamist warlords especially target areas where the 
church seeks to keep order and community. Open Doors 
supports displaced people in refugee camps in remote 
areas worst hit by the militias, who in turn target pastors. It 
is amazing to see the hope that returns to a family when 
they hear that someone has heard their cries and prayers 
and sent them resources to eat, shelter, and farm.  

Suzana is one of the believers who was supported with this 
aid. “I received rice, two bars of soap, two sachets of salt 
and beans. I say thank you for the work that your 
organisation has done through the church,” she says. 

Desagne, another beneficiary, added, “We pray that God 
will bless you abundantly. I pray that God will bless you 
because thanks to you we eat rice and beans.” 

Pastor Paul lives and works in these camps, displaced 
himself from his village and church by violence; he 
continues to pray for leaders of integrity and peace. 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/prayer/

