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Precious Water

Water and climate change are inextricably linked. Climate
change affects the world’s water in complex ways. From
unpredictable rainfall patterns to shrinking ice sheets, rising
sea levels, floods, and droughts — most impacts of climate
change come down to water and roughly half of the world’s
population is experiencing severe water scarcity for at least
part of the year.

Only 0.5 per cent of water on Earth is useable and available
freshwater — and climate change is dangerously affecting
that supply. Over the past twenty years, terrestrial water
storage — including soil moisture, snow, and ice — has
dropped at a rate of 1 cm per year, with major ramifications
for water security.

Right now, 2 billion people around the world do not have
access to clean water to drink, decent toilets to use, or
good hygiene to protect themselves.

Only by tackling these three essentials in ways that last can
people change their lives for the better.

There are many charities such as Water Aid, One Drop and
Charity Water who are devoted to achieving the aim of
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making clean water available in countries where there is the
greatest need.

What about us? How can we help?

We can support and pray for these charities and give thanks
for, and be careful with, water.

We in Cambridge get 585mm of rainfall on average each
year. We need half of this to fall during the winter, to refill
the underground water sources and provide water to
streams and rivers, as well as for drinking water.
The water is taken from the aquifers, which in hot dry
summers, like last year, become depleted. So, even when we
wish for less rain and more sunshine, we need to be mindful
of conserving our water supply.

Every drop of water is precious, our communities are
growing and the average household now uses 15% more
than it used to, meaning we all need to use water more
carefully at home and in the garden.

The average person in our region uses 136 litres of water
per day!!

More than 70% of our daily water use is in the bathroom
and this does not include leaky taps or toilets!
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TIPS

e Showering for just one minute less saves around 10
litres.

e Atypical household spends 12% of its energy bill on
heating water. So, using less hot water will save water,
energy, and your carbon footprint.

e Turning the tap off when brushing your teeth and
washing your face will save you more than 2 full buckets
of water a day.

e Washing your clothes on a full load will save you 10
litres every time.

e Arunning tap uses 15 litres every minute — so why not
try washing your fruit and vegetables in a bowl of fresh
water.

e Use every space in your dishwasher before putting it on
- each cycle can use 15 litres of water.

e Install water butts for watering the garden and filling
ponds.
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The Church of England

Diocese of Ely ECO
Ne’rworkina
Lunch

e“ "
Saturday 17th June 12-13.30

Meet together with others from the local
area to share skills, ideas and contacts to
help us all on our eco journeys. Bring your
own packed lunch, drinks provided.
Email revbethanr@gmail.com for more info.
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St Mark's Community Centre
Barton Rd, Newnham CB3 9JZ,




