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Rev. Alex Jeewan
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Rev. Dr. Simon Bradford
Associate Minister
simon.bradford@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
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may be delayed)

Contact number for Pastoral Support:
07761 006664
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Roxane Owen
Treasurer
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Alan Skull

Licensed Lay Ministers

Andrew Macpherson :

Jackie Cottingham

Licensed Lay Ministers

Kathy English
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Ministers

Rev. Stewart Taylor

John Uttin

Lay Pastors

Sue Nunn

Elinor Everitt
Children’s Work Leader
elinor.everitt@allsaintsmilton.org.uk

Sarah Bates
Interim Youth Co-Ordinator
youth@allsaintsmilton.org.uk

‘AS Chat’ email group
To join: chat-admin@allsaintsmilton.org.uk
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Regular Prayer Meetings and Events

Toddler Group
10.00-11.30am  Mondays and Fridays (during term time)

Stitchers Club
2.00-4.00pm Second Monday of the month

Tuesdays Together
3.30-4.45pm Second Tuesday of the month

Praise and Play
9.30-10.30am Wednesdays (during term time)

Baby Group
2.00-4.00pm Wednesdays (all year)

Morning Prayer
9.00-9.30am Thursdays

Prayer Meeting
7.00am Fridays




February 2024 Services

4th February
8am Holy Communion

10.30am Morning Worship with Junior Church and Youth

11th February
8am Holy Communion

10.30am Holy Communion with Junior Church and Youth

18th February
8am Holy Communion

10.30am Morning Worship All Together

25th February
8am Holy Communion

10.30am Holy Communion Come Together
(children returning from Junior Church
and Youth for Communion)
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Prayer Diary February 2024

Thursday 1st

Pray for the Cambridge Foodbank and all those who
use it

Friday 2nd Pray for those who are unwell or in pain

Saturday 3rd | Pray for the work of Ekisa http://www.ekisa.org.uk

Sunday 4th Pray for Alex as he leads us and his family as they
settle in Milton

Monday 5th Pray for the Toddler group meeting today and twice
every week; for the volunteers and the children and
their carers

Tuesday 6th Pray for the planning meeting for the Lego Café

Wednesday Pray for the staff and students at the College of

7th West Anglia

Thursday 8th | Pray for farmers and all those concerned in
producing our food

Friday 9th Pray for those who work at our Doctors surgery

Saturday Pray for Israel and Gaza; for a path towards peace

10th

Sunday 11th

Pray for Jackie Metcalfe as she is licensed at
Waterbeach today

Monday 12th

Pray for those in mourning, and for our local
undertakers

Tuesday 13th

Pray for Tuesdays Together meeting today and for
the planning for future meetings

Wednesday
14th

This Ash Wednesday, pray about how we can best
observe Lent




Thursday 15th

Pray for those working at the Children’s Hospice,
for the children in their care and their families and
friends

Friday 16th

Pray for Street Pastors that they might shine the
light of Christ on our streets

Saturday 17th

Pray for all those who own and work in shops in
Milton

Sunday 18th

Pray for Neil and Jackie in West Africa

Monday 19th

As half term begins, pray for parents and their
children

Tuesday 20th | Pray for the staff of Milton Primary School that
they might have a good rest this holiday

Wednesday Pray for those working at Addenbrookes Hospital

21st

Thursday 22nd | Pray for the staff team meeting

Friday 23rd Pray for those who live in Barnabas Court and the
lunch club that is held there

Saturday 24th | Pray for the children and youth of our church and
those who work with them

Sunday 25th Pray for a peaceful outcome to the war in Ukraine

Monday 26th | Pray that we might share Jesus with the people we
meet today

Tuesday 27th | Pray for the meeting taking place tonight for those
involved in Children’s Work in our Deanery

Wednesday Pray for Praise and Play meeting today and every

28th Wednesday

Thursday 29th | Pray for all those whose work is demanding and

stressful




Dates for your Diary

Tuesday 6th February, 2.30pm—Background to Palestine
with slides, ahead of the World day of Prayer in

March. Meeting arranged by the Mothers' Union. Everyone
welcome.

Tuesday 6th February, 7.45pm—Construction (Lego) Café
planning meeting in the Small Hall

Sunday 11th February, 10.15am—Licensing Service for Revd
Jackie Metcalfe at St John’s Church, Waterbeach

Tuesday 13th February, 2.30pm—Tuesdays Together Team
Meeting in the hall before the session starts at 3.30pm

Tuesday 13th February, 3.30-4.45pm—Tuesdays Together—
Pancake Day

Wednesday 14th February, 8pm—Ash Wednesday Holy
Communion

Tuesday 27th February, 7.30pm—Meeting for all those
involved in Children’s Work in North Stowe Deanery, in the
church hall

Tuesday 27th February—26th March, 12-2pm—Lent
Lunches every Tuesday. More details to follow

Friday 1st March, 6.15pm—World Day of Prayer, starting
with refreshments in the Hall from 6.15pm and a service in
the Church at 7pm
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Tuesday 5th March, 7.45pm—PCC meeting
Tuesday 12th March, 3.30-4.45pm—Tuesdays Together

Sunday 24th March—Palm Sunday (8am & 10.30am
Services)

Wednesday 27th March, 7.30pm—Stations of the Cross
Thursday 28th March, 8pm—Maundy Thursday Service

Friday 29th March, 10am—Messy Easter at The Dell, Milton
Country Park

Friday 29th March, 2pm—Quiet Hour at the Cross

Sunday 31st March Easter Sunday—8am Holy Communion
& 10.30am All Age Worship with Holy Communion

Sunday 21st April, 10.30am—APCM meeting during the
10.30am service
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World Day of Prayer 2024

World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church
organisation led by women which enables us to hear the
thoughts of those women from all parts of the world: their
hopes, concerns, and prayers. The Day of Prayer is
celebrated in over 146 countries. It begins in Samoa and
prayer in native languages travels throughout the world -
through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the
Americas before finishing in American Samoa some 38
hours later.

This year, the Christian Women of Palestine are calling us to
connect with the land from where Jesus came; where he
was born, ministered and died — and from where our faith
began and is rooted. Despite living in an area of the world
where there is ongoing conflict and the future is uncertain,
the women of Palestine are sharing with love a reminder
that they are there, and they want to give hope to
everyone. The theme of the service 2024 ‘bear with one
another in love’ seems very appropriate for these women
who will not give up witnessing the love of Jesus Christ.

Please join us at All Saints, Milton at 7pm on Friday 1
March to celebrate the service prepared by the Christian
women of Palestine and be part of this global wave of
prayer. Refreshments will be available from 6.15pm. If you
would like to come but need transport contact the church
office.

Judith, Maria and Helen
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A letter from Alex

Dear friends,

In 1 Samuel we read about how Samuel first heard God’s
voice and we were reminded of this story by Kathy in her
wonderful sermon in January. The young Samuel was
sleeping in the temple and Eli, the rabbi, was lying down in
one of the rooms of the sanctuary. Samuel heard God
speaking to him, but Samuel believed that it was Eli who
had called him.

Samuel ran to Eli and said, “Here | am, for you called me” (1
Samuel 3:5). Eli told Samuel to go back to sleep because he
had not called him. The reason Samuel did not recognize
the Lord’s voice was because he “did not yet know the Lord,
and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to
him” (1 Samuel 3:7). So, the Lord reveals himself a second
time to Samuel and once again Samuel believed that Eli had
called him.

When God called Samuel the third time, Eli realised that
God was the one calling Samuel. Eli told Samuel to return to
his room. Eli instructed Samuel on what to do. He said to
him that when he heard the voice calling again that he
should say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”
Samuel returned to his room and lay down to sleep. The
Lord called to Samuel a fourth time. This time God came
and “stood” before Samuel.
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Then the Lord confided in Samuel that He was going to do a
shocking thing. He warned that judgment was coming to Eli
and his family because Eli’s sons had blasphemed God and
Eli had not corrected them.

During the month of February, we are also going to have an
extended opportunity to listen to the voice of God. Ash
Wednesday is on 14th of February and then we will begin
the period known in the church as Lent. Lent is typically a
time for preparation for commemorating Jesus' death and
resurrection at Easter. From Ash Wednesday until Easter
Sunday, it has been customary to fast or abstain from
something. Lent calls for us to ready our minds and hearts
to remember the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. It is
a time of listening.

We will be holding a series of Lent courses beginning on
Tuesday 27th February from 12-2pm, running for five weeks
in the church hall. This will include a simple lunch and an
opportunity to hear God’s voice by learning more about the
kingdom of heaven. | am also encouraging our home groups
to run the course too.

| hope we will all hear God’s voice if we stop and take time
to listen together, so | encourage you to take part however
you are able. By learning, praying, and studying God’s Word
together we might recognise God’s voice calling us as
individuals and as the church.

Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

With love, Alex.
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'I mentioned earlier about using Lent to take time to listen
to God’s voice and to find some space to allow God to
speak. Peter Sebborn has also taken up this thought in a
wonderful article in has written. | encourage you to read
and digest it in preparation for Lent' - Alex.

How do we recognise God’s Voice?

The first thing to say here is that God is always more eager
to speak to us than we are to listen. He speaks in many
different ways — reading the Bible, an audible voice, a
thought which flashes into our mind, by a dream, a vision of
Jesus, an angelic visitation, words from a preacher or pastor,
a prophetic word, through the loving actions of family and
friends, or through various external influences. We can sit
quietly and open our heart to God, and just allow Him to
speak —and quite often He will do so.

In 1 Kings 19 we find that God may speak through a gentle
whisper, and we must learn to discern the voice of God in
this way. This is a matter of practising the Presence of God —
in other words, keep listening!

But let us be sure that it is God who is speaking; In 1
Corinthians 12:10 we read of Discernment between spirits,
and here we must allow prayer, practice and experience to
be our guide. It would be presumptuous to say that
mistakes are never made (and | for one have made many),
but prayerful sharing with other Christians would normally
result in appropriate guidance and correction from God.
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James 4:7 says “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you”
and John says we should test the spirits (1 John 4); this is
most effectively done in a group of believers together in
prayer; God put us in families and communities and we are
not normally meant to go it alone. God often gives different
parts of a revelation to different people within the same
group, and so the group needs prayerfully to come to a
consensus to discern what God is actually saying.

| often find God speaks through something another person
says in a totally different context: God then latches onto it
and says, “that is also your answer to ....” — His direct voice
but coming through an external source. In 2022 we felt that
God might be calling us to leave City Church after 12 years
and to move to All Saints. We had some of our family and
many friends at City, so moving to a different church was a
difficult and painful decision, but one Sunday morning the
leader at City Church said, “Greater things are yet to come”,
and the direct voice of God said “That applies to All Saints

n

too”.

So we moved; with God’s help we steered our way through
the pain, and we have been greatly blessed at All Saints and
have found the Holy Spirit to be very active here—and
greater things are still coming!

There are many ways in which God can speak to us as well
as by a direct word. Romans 1:20 tells us that God can be
seen (and heard) in all of His creation. This is true both of
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the natural world and also human artefacts — for example,
the beauty of a glorious sunset, a murmuration of starlings
(a parable of community), or listening to a great musical
work, tell their own story of our wonderful Creator God!

God can speak through a book or TV drama, or a Word of
Knowledge for one who is suffering. Above all the greatest
method is to practise — be constantly aware that God speaks
into situations and you will find that He does so more and
more often.

A word of caution: God is sovereign and cannot be
manipulated — none of the methods mentioned here is
foolproof; God may choose not to speak when we'd like
Him to. | believe | sometimes hear from God, but | have
also made many mistakes in what | think God has said. |
would never want to be arrogant enough to think that |
always get it right, but that should not stop us trying— think
of Peter walking on the water!

A final word of encouragement; Romans 8:28 says that “in
all things God works for the good of those who love Him,
who have been called according to His purpose”, so if we do
get it wrong, God can redeem the situation if we go to Him
in prayer, humility and repentance.

Remember — God wants to speak to us more often than we
imagine — keep listening!

Peter Sebborn
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A message from Green Christian

More information about the vigil including a link to the full

version of this article by the Chair of Green Christian can be
found at https://greenchristian.org.uk/join-our-no-faith-in-

fossil-fuels-lent-vigil/

Green Christian is joining with Christian Aid, Tearfund,
CAFOD, A Rocha, the Salvation Army, CCA and others in
planning a prayerful and powerful climate action in Lent this
year. This follows on from the London No Faith in Fossil
Fuels service and pilgrimage at The Big One in April last
year.

From Ash Wednesday, for ten days, a 24/7 Lent Vigil for
Climate Justice will take place outside Parliament. The Vigil
begins with a reflective Service at St John’s Waterloo at 12
noon on Wednesday 14 February then moves to Parliament
where the 24/7 Lent Vigil for Climate Justice will begin at
3pm.

At the Service we will be lamenting the failure to address
the climate and environmental crisis. We will bear witness
to the impacts of climate disruption on our global
neighbours who have done the least to cause the crisis.

As we approach the resurrection transformation of Easter,
in longing for the change we want to see, we will pray for
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transformation, even

in the midst of THE NO FAITH IN FOSSIL
injustice. Our prayers ‘
will be for bold climate FUEI-S VIG“.
action from the UK
Government.
Wednesday 14
February is also St
Valentine’s Day: a day
to show our love for
this beautiful planet,
our common home,
which we share with
all God’s creatures.
Locating the vigil outside Westminster is a political move to
bear witness to the impacts of the climate crisis and past
failures to act, and to pray for the UK Government to take
bold climate action. We also want our prayers to move us
into action to call on our politicians for climate justice.

At the vigil, as we pray, we will call on the UK Government
to:

Make the UK'’s biggest polluters pay for climate action
Deliver and build on the UK’s international climate finance
pledges and pay into the UN’s Loss and Damage Fund

Ban new UK-based fossil fuel projects

Please join us!

Several of us from All Saints are planning to go on the 14th
for the Service, and may join the vigil on one of the other
days too. Let me know if you can join us.

Helen Moore helen@moorehse.co.uk
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Open Doors—February 2024

All Saints Milton continues to support the work of Open
Doors financially and in prayer in their support for
Christians around the world who are persecuted for their
faith. You may find additional resources at the Open Doors
website and use the daily Prayer Diary https://
www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/prayer/

PERSECUTION TRENDS: Each year Open Doors reports on
being a Christian in the world — the full report is at
https://media.opendoorsuk.org/document/pdf/2024-
Advocacy-Report.pdf and is very hard to summarise in a
prayer bulletin. From these reports of their partners on
the ground, Open Doors form a list of the 50 most
dangerous places to be a Christian. On 18th January 2024
this was presented to as many MPs in Westminster as
chose to attend — 94 this year. This document allows Open
Doors to focus its resources, advocacy and prayer to
where it is most needed and effective. The report is no dry
document of stats but living stories from real Christians
living their faith against strong opposition. | was going to
write ‘strong odds’ but that suggests an outcome that is
stacked against them and biblically we should consider
these ‘odds’ stacked infinitely in favour of the Lord Jesus —
| think most of the people in the report would. | hope the
stories give you names, places, faces, to guide prayer.
Globally....
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A huge amount of the hardest places to be a Christian are
on the shifting historical faultline between northern and
southern Africa. The reasons are very complex, imperial,
climate, financial, government but a broad sweep of
lawlessness along this line pressures millions of our
brothers and sisters and causes economic damage to the
most productive agricultural areas in poor nations and
sends refugees to safer areas including Europe. Some of
this is chaotic, some is orchestrated by money from
individuals and nations with agendas.

Most of the rest of the countries are across a sweep of the
Middle East and Central Asia where militant Islamists
(sometimes bearing little relation to any teaching) seek to
remove anyone who does not agree with their code of life
out. Christians often have to keep their faith secret;
although there are notable exceptions where the law
defends religious freedoms, governments in general are
passive or complicit.

The rise of nationalism threatens religious freedom for
huge numbers across the Asian subcontinent (and
elsewhere). It can be very convenient in India, Soth Sudan,
Burma, Russia, Columbia for people in power to ally to a
religious ideology and then treat other religions as their
enemies. The correlation with poverty is startling, it is
always those with less money who don’t gain power and
then lose even more.
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Friends of Freetown Update

We are so grateful for the ongoing support of our Church
family that enables us to help people in need in Sierra
Leone. We would like to thank both the PCC and the many
individuals within the congregation who give so generously.
Friends of Freetown is a small UK charity which was set up
in 2010 after | spent some time in Sierra Leone and met
some of the inspirational and selfless individuals who
dedicate their lives to serving the most vulnerable. Jeremy
and | are now both part of the small team of trustees; we
act as a link in the chain between people in need in Sierra
Leone and those who are able to give in the UK. On behalf
of all our partners in Sierra Leone, pupils from Adonkia have
recorded a special thank you song. Please go to https://
bit.ly/FOFvideo to enjoy it.

Many members of the congregation will remember our
fundraising appeal for a school bus for the Kate McGrath
School for Girls. Thank you to everyone who donated so
generously. We were able to fund a second hand van which
the school converted into a minibus. This vehicle has now
been in operation for two years enabling 50 girls (in two
cohorts) to travel to and from school safely. Please go

to https://bit.ly/FOF-school-bus to see the girls getting on
board.

Friends of Freetown currently works with three trusted
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partners with whom we keep in close personal contact:
Mercy Children's Orphanage (set up and run by Emmanuel
and Sholade Shaw in the aftermath of Sierra Leone's civil
war), Experiential Christian Ministries (which operates a
school in the impoverished village of Adonkia) and Pujehun
Development Organisation (run by dedicated former MP
Senesi Fawundu). Through these partners, we are privileged
to support two schools, an orphanage and a rural clinic. We
invite you to read our outline of how our funds were used in
2023 which can be found at: https://bit.ly/FOF-All-Saints.

Currently, Friends of Freetown is appealing for funds to help
two young girls. Christiana Fowei (age 12) and Mamei
Sheriff (age 14) both tragically lost their mothers on their
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first day back at school
last September. Both
girls board at the Kate
McGrath School for Girls
as their homes are too
far away for regular
travel. After settling
their daughters into
their dormitory, their
mothers left the site
whereupon they were
hit by a speeding
vehicle. Both women
died from their injuries
leaving the girls and
their families with a
devastating loss. Both
mothers were essential breadwinners for their families and
Christiana and Mamei's school fees had only been paid up
to January 2024. The families are now unable to afford to
fund their daughters' educations. We have therefore
committed to providing the school fees for the rest of the
girls' secondary education. Boarding fees, which include
essentials such as toiletries and washing soap, are £198 per
pupil, per term. The total cost of enabling both girls to
complete their schooling is £2574. We would welcome both
prayers and financial contributions. If you are able to help
financially, donations can be made direct to our bank
account (Friends of Freetown, 40-52-40, 00034112) or via
our website: www.friendsoffreetown.org.uk.
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Thank you once again for helping us to help those who seek
to spread love and kindness in Sierra Leone. My favourite
taize refrain is "Where there is charity and love, there is
God". We love to think of the many people who experience
God's love through the process of giving and receiving and
feel honoured to be part of His work.

Amy Brookman
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Tea, Cake
and Conversation

Milton Community Café
Milton Community Centre Lounge
Fourth Tuesday of the month
2.30 - 4.30 pm

£2 All Welcome!

An idea from the Milton Surgery Patient Participation Group
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Milton
Community (Café

Exciting News!
The current Community Café in Milton (which runs on the

fourth Tuesday of each month), has proved a great success.

So much so, that Phoenix Trust have been approached to

run an additional café, starting next month, at the same
- venue, the Milton Community Centre, off Coles Rd.

i ll ,I ” 1 , : (  We will be launching on Tuesday, 4th April and thereafter,

- will be running the first Tuesday of every month,

The café will be open from 2.30 to 4.30pm, serving drinks
and delicious homemade cakes, for a small charge of £2.

A lovely definition of a community café is “a place where
you belong” It is run by the community for the community.
Everyone is welcome — come with friends, or come alone,
there will be plenty of people to chat to, or get involved in
some arty-crafty fun, the first one will have an Easter theme
and in May we are planning a "plant and share” activity.

So do pop along — we are looking forward to seeing you!

P

!)0, Phoenix www.phoenixtrust.org
@& WMilton 01223 420669
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All Saints Church, Church Lane, Milton. CB24 6AB

Bible verse for 2024
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all
people, especially to those who belong to the family of
believers.”
Galatians 6:10
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